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Clients turn to Albert Bates, Jr. to resolve U.S. and international
construction disputes. Albert is known for his ability to quickly identify and
address complex legal and business issues for clients, including on
multibillion-dollar mega projects.

Areas of Focus:

Albert helps clients resolve U.S. and international construction disputes, particularly in the areas of

power generation, infrastructure, and heavy industrial process facilities. He also advises clients on

project planning, project execution, and change management on large engineering, procurement,

and construction projects. Albert has counseled clients on more than 15 mega-projects, including

projects in the U.S. and internationally, and including projects in excess of $10 billion. He has acted

as counsel on coal, gas-fired, solar, nuclear, biomass, and hydroelectric power generation projects;

tunneling projects; chemical plants; pharmaceutical plants; steel mills; coke and coal byproduct

plants; mass transit, bridge and highway projects; airports; mixed-use facilities; and sports and

entertainment venues. 

In addition to serving as counsel in arbitration matters, Albert has served as an arbitrator or

mediator on more than 150 U.S. and international construction and commercial disputes, including

multiple matters with amounts exceeding $100 million USD. Albert is a Fellow of the Chartered

Institute of Arbitrators, is a Fellow in the College of Commercial Arbitrators, and is a Certified

Mediator by the International Mediation Institute. From 2008-2019, Albert served as a member of

the board of directors of the American Arbitration Association/International Centre for Dispute

Resolution. In addition, Albert is honored to be an inaugural member of the AAA’s Mega-Project

Construction Panel of Arbitrators.

Chambers USA gave Albert a Band 1 rating in Construction. He is also recognized as a Leading

Lawyer in Construction by The Legal 500 and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Who’s Who

Albert Bates Jr.

Partner

Pittsburgh

albert.bates@troutman.com

D 412.454.5884

Construction

Construction Litigation

Energy Construction

https://www.troutman.com/
https://www.troutman.com/offices/pittsburgh-pa.html
mailto:albert.bates@troutman.com
tel:412.454.5884
https://www.troutman.com/services/industries/construction/index.html
https://www.troutman.com/services/industries/construction/construction-litigation.html
https://www.troutman.com/services/industries/energy/energy-construction.html


© 2022 Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP 2

Legal, and the International Who’s Who of Construction Lawyers. Albert is a fellow in both the

American College of Construction Lawyers and the International Academy of Construction Lawyers.

Construction Projects

International Power Project: Hydroelectric/Tunneling - Counsel to Strabag SpA in conjunction

with the negotiation of a nearly USD 2 billion amended and restated construction contract on the

531 MW Alto Maipo Hydroelectric Project near Santiago, Chile. The financial restructuring of the

more than USD 3 billion project closed in May 2018. The amended project scope includes

approximately 73 kilometers of tunnels through the Chilean Andes Mountains.

International Power Project: Hydroelectric/Tunneling - Counsel to Strabag SpA in conjunction

with the resolution of certain disputes on the 531 MW Alto Maipo Hydroelectric Project near

Santiago, Chile. The amendment of the construction contract, and subsequent financial

restructuring of the project, occurred in March 2017. Strabag’s work included approximately 45

kilometers of tunneling in the Chilean Andes.

Power Project: Nuclear - Counsel to Westinghouse Electric Company LLC in connection with

disputes between WEC and its consortium partner arising from the engineering, design, and

construction of four WEC AP 1000 nuclear power plants in the southeastern United States, two

at Plant Vogtle in Waynesboro, Georgia and two at the V.C. Summer plant in Jenkinsville, South

Carolina.

Infrastructure Project: Public Owner - Construction counsel to a public owner in connection with

a multibillion-dollar design-build bridge and highway project in the United States. International

Military Construction Project: Counsel to the general contractor in an arbitration with its joint

venture partner arising from a military construction project in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Power Project: Solar - Construction counsel to SolarReserve LLC in connection with the

Crescent Dunes Project in Tonopah, Nevada.

International Power Project: Solar - Counsel to SunPower Corporation in an international

arbitration arising from the construction of a 68 megawatt merchant solar power plant in the

Atacama Desert in north-central Chile.

Infrastructure Project: Public-Private Partnership - Served as Pennsylvania construction counsel

to the Pennsylvania Rapid Bridge Replacement Public-Private Partnership, which entails nearly

$1 billion in financing, the rebuilding of almost 600 structurally deficient, non-tolled bridges

throughout the Commonwealth, and the operation and maintenance of those bridges for 25

years over the course of repayment.

International Oil Pipeline Project – Counsel to Bechtel, the Program Manager (engineering

management, procurement, and construction management) for TransCanada, on matters

related to the Keystone Pipeline XL Project.

Power Project: Supercritical Coal - Arbitration and litigation counsel to Aker Kvaerner Songer,

Inc. in a series of cases arising from engineering, procurement and construction of Council

Bluffs Energy Center Unit 4, a 790-megawatt supercritical coal-fired electric generating facility in

Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Power Generation: Hydroelectric - Capital Projects - Construction counsel to Oglethorpe Power

in connection with certain capital projects at its Rocky Mountain hydroelectric plant.

Power Generation: Biomass and Combined Cycle – Capital Projects - Construction counsel to

Oglethorpe Power in connection with a multibillion-dollar procurement and construction program

Representative Matters
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for a series of biomass and gas-fired power generating facilities.

Power Project: Supercritical Coal - Prudency Counsel - Prudency counsel to Kansas City Power

& Light with respect to a series of rate cases in Kansas and Missouri arising from the

construction of Iatan 2, an 850-megawatt supercritical coal-fire power-generating facility in Iatan,

Missouri.

Power Generation: Solar - Capital Projects - Construction counsel to SunPower in connection

with the engineering, procurement, and construction of several domestic and international solar

power generating facilities.

Power Project: Coal - AQCS Upgrades – Counsel to Marsulex Environmental Technologies Inc.,

the EPC contractor, in connection with disputes arising on Flue Gas Desulfurization system

upgrades at three coal-fired power plants in Utah.

International Power Project: Coal - AQCS Upgrades – U.S. construction counsel to Marsulex

Environmental Technologies Inc., the EPC contractor, in connection with tenders on Flue Gas

Desulfurization system upgrades in Chile.

Power Project: Combined Cycle - Litigation counsel to Aker Kvaerner Songer, Inc. in two cases

arising from the construction of the 580-megawatt combined-cycle Ontelaunee Energy Center

near Reading, Pennsylvania.

Power Project: Nuclear Remediation - Represented Southern California Edison in defense of

claims by its demolition contractor on certain demolition and disposal work at a decommissioned

nuclear power facility in California.

Steel Mill: Greenfield Construction - Litigation counsel to Mannesmann Demag, the EPC

contractor for the construction of a greenfield steel plant in Davenport, Iowa, against nearly $300

million in claims asserted by IPSCO Steel, Inc.

Air Separation Plant - Arbitration counsel to Kvaerner Industrial Constructors, Inc. in arbitration

proceedings arising from the construction of an air separation plant in Freeport, Texas.

Asset Mill: Bankruptcy Matter - Litigation counsel to SMS Demag, Inc. and SMS Meer GMBH in

two related cases arising from the supply and installation of an assel and stretch-reducing mill in

Rosenberg, Texas.

Sinter Plant: AQCS Project - Litigation counsel to United States Steel Corp. in a breach of

contract, breach of warranty and engineering negligence action involving deficiencies in the

design and construction of a sinter plant emissions-control system at its Gary Works.

Steel Mill Dismantling - Litigation counsel to a dismantling contractor in a $70 million loss of

productivity and lost-profits claim arising from the owner’s alleged actions and/or inactions on 10

large dismantling projects throughout the eastern United States.

Pharmaceutical Plant: Greenfield Construction - Arbitration counsel to PPG Industries in a series

of arbitration proceedings related to the engineering, procurement, and construction of a

pharmaceutical intermediate plant in LaPorte, Texas.

Norwegian Naval Vessels - Construction counsel to the controls, packaging and ancillary

functions subcontractor in a delay, disruption and inefficiency claim against Pratt Whitney for the

propulsion systems for Skjold Class Missile Fast Patrol Boats for the Norwegian Navy.

Universal Studios Florida: CitiWalk Project - Litigation counsel to Baker Mellon Stuart

Construction Inc., the general contractor, in a series of related cases in federal and state court in

Florida arising from the construction of the Universal Studios Florida “CitiWalk” project.

Pennsylvania Capital Addition - Litigation counsel to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in a

series of disputes arising from the construction of a $125 million addition to the State Capitol

Building.
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Mixed-Use Complex: Greenfield Construction - Litigation counsel for the architectural joint

venture and its consulting engineers in a multimillion-dollar loss of productivity and additional

services claim against the owner/developer of a convention center hotel, office and retail

complex in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Infrastructure Project: Highway and Bridge Project - Prosecution of a claim for engineering

additional fees for Michael Baker Jr., Inc. and defense of breach of contract and engineering

negligence action by PennDOT relating to the Market Street Bridge in Williamsport,

Pennsylvania.

Infrastructure Project: Subway Tunnel - Arbitration counsel to the Port Authority of Allegheny

County in a multimillion-dollar delay, impact and differing-site-condition claim by the general

contractor and its tunneling subcontractor on the Mt. Lebanon Tunnel for the Light Rail Transit

System.

Commercial, Environmental, and Other Business Disputes

Supply Contract - Representation of a large U.S. producer of alumina in a breach of contract

action against a United Arab Emirates metals trading company and its Indian parent for refusing

to accept delivery of contracted quantities of alumina.

Asset Sale - Representation of Beazer East, Inc. in litigation involving the indemnification

obligations of the parties for certain environmental remediation costs pursuant to a 1974 asset

purchase agreement.

Asset Sale - Representation of Beazer East, Inc. in an arbitration arising from the leveraged

buyout of the Commercial Roofing Division of Koppers Company, Inc. This arbitration involved

whether the purchaser had agreed to assume and indemnify the seller against certain

commercial roofing warranty and product liability claims.

Asset Sale - Representation of Beazer East, Inc. in litigation involving the indemnification

obligations of the parties for certain environmental remediation costs pursuant to a 1978 asset

purchase agreement.

Asset Sale - Representation of Baker Heavy & Highway and its parent, Michael Baker, Inc., in a

breach of contract, breach of warranty and indemnification action arising from the sale of certain

assets of Baker Heavy & Highway, Inc.

Asset Sale - Defense of potential purchaser of a collection of businesses involved in the

manufacture, sale, service, and maintenance of sportfishing vessels in North Carolina.

Environmental Cost Recovery - Representation of Beazer East, Inc., a former owner of a coke

and coal chemical by-product recovery and refining plant, in a lengthy CERCLA cost-recovery

action involving the Woodward Coke plant in Birmingham, Alabama.

Environmental Cost Recovery - Representation of Beazer East, Inc., a former owner of a coke

and chemical by-product recovery and refining plant, in a lengthy CERCLA and RCRA cost-

recovery action involving the Toledo Coke plant in Toledo, Ohio.

Environmental Cost Recovery - Representation of Beazer East, Inc., a former owner of a

number of coal chemical by-product recovery, refining and disposal facilities, in a number of

mediations and other alternative dispute resolution procedures involving the allocation of

responsibility among various potentially responsible parties for environmental remediation and

removal costs.

Insurance Coverage - Representation of North River Insurance Co. in a $20 million insurance

coverage matter involving whether current owner had any interest in, or is otherwise afforded

coverage by, umbrella and excess-umbrella policy issues to former owner prior to the divestiture
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of certain business units when former owner remained in business and sought to apply

coverage to other potential losses.

Insurance Coverage - Representation of general contractor in an insurance coverage dispute

arising under a “wrap-up” insurance policy as a result of the failure of structural members during

the construction of the Greater Pittsburgh International Airport.

Bankruptcy Matter - Representation of the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in

connection with the investigation and assessment of the validity and avoidability of certain

security interests of the secured lenders, and assessment of potential claims against the

directors and officers of the debtor, in the chapter 11 reorganization of Birch Telecom, Inc.

Bankruptcy Matter - Representation of PNC Bank, the secured lender, in adversary proceedings

to recover for deterioration of cash collateral as a result of the alleged failure of Visteon Corp.

and Delphi Automotive Systems, LLC, to adequately provide post-petition debtor-in-possession

financing to a tier-2 automotive supplier.

International Construction Projects

International Dispute Resolution

International

Litigation

Panelist, “Unique Considerations in Arbitrating International Construction Mega Project

Disputes,” AAA 2021 Construction Conference, June 10, 2021.

Co-author, “Arbitration Update - The 2021 ICDR Arbitration Rules: A Welcome Update for

International Construction Arbitration,” Construction Law International, June 25, 2021.

Co-author, “2020 Updated to the IBA Rules: Modest Changes for Challenges New and Old,”

Mealey’s International Arbitration Report, March 2021.

Co-author, “Int’l Arbitration Rules Revision Reflects Flexible Approach,” Law360, February 25,

2021.

Co-author “International Arbitration Experts Discuss the New LCIA Rules,” Mealey’s International

Arbitration Report, February 2021.

Co-author, “International Arbitration Experts Discuss the Impact on the Global Economy,”

Mealey’s International Arbitration Report, LexisNexis, November 2020.

Co-author, “Dispute Boards: An Approach to the Efficient Resolution of Disputes in the

Construction Sector,” Dispute Resolution Magazine, American Bar Association, October 9, 2020.

Co-author, “Zooming Ahead: Challenges and Considerations for Virtual International Arbitration

Proceedings in the Wake of COVID-19 Pandemic,” Mealey’s International Arbitration Report,

August 25, 2020.

Related Practices and Industries

Speaking Engagements

Publications

https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/international/international-construction-projects.html
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/litigation/international-dispute-resolution.html
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/corporate/international.html
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/litigation/index.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/unique-considerations-in-arbitrating-international-construction-mega-project-disputes-panel.html
https://www.ibanet.org/clint-june-2021-arbitration-update-icdr-rules
https://www.law360.com/articles/1359029
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/dispute_resolution/publications/dispute_resolution_magazine/2020/dr-magazine-construction-conflicts/dispute-boards-an-approach-to-the-efficient-resolution-of-conflicts-in-the-construction-sector/
https://www.troutman.com/images/content/2/4/v3/247305/Mealeys-25Aug2020-Int-Arb-Commentary.pdf
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Co-author, “International Arbitration Experts Discuss the Future of

Arbitration,” Mealey’s International Arbitration Report, July 31, 2020.

Co-author, “GAR Know How Construction Arbitration,” gar insight, July 2020.

Co-author, “Internationalizing Domestic Arbitration: How International Arbitration Practices Can

Improve Domestic Construction Arbitration,” Dispute Resolution Journal, June 22, 2020.

Co-author, “Supreme Court Interprets New York Convention to Allow Arbitration Agreement

Nonsignatories to Invoke International Arbitration,” Client Alert, June 2, 2020.

Co-author, “International Arbitration Experts Discuss the Impact of COVID-19 on Arbitration in

2020 and Beyond,” Mealey’s International Arbitration Report, May 26, 2020.

Co-author, “ADR for Construction Disputes During COVID-19: How to Manage Dispute

Resolution Before and After the Dust Settles,” ConsensusDocs, April 14, 2020.

Co-author, “The Intersection of International Arbitration and Construction Disputes: A Review of

the 2019 Queen Mary University of London International Arbitration Survey,” The Construction

Lawyer, April 14, 2020.

Co-author, “Dispute Boards: A Different Approach to Dispute Resolution,” Chapter From

International Mediation: The Comparative Law Yearbook of International Business, April 1, 2020.

Fellow, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, 2018 - Present

Member, Board of Directors, Chairman, Practice Committee of the Board, American Arbitration

Association/International Centre for Dispute Resolution, 2008-2019

AAA MegaProject Panel Arbitrator

AAA Master Mediator Panel

Past Chair, National Construction Dispute Resolution Committee

Panel of Master Construction Arbitrators

ICDR International Arbitrator

Construction and Commercial Arbitrator and Mediator

AAA Arbitration Advocacy Trainer

AAA Arbitration Ethics and Disclosure Trainer

Program Faculty at various AAA and ICDR national and regional programs

International Arbitrator and Mediator, CPR Institute for Dispute Resolution

Construction Arbitrator

Former member of CPR Construction Advisory Committee

Former member of CPR International Arbitration Committee

Former member of CPR Arbitration Rules Revision Committee

Member, Arbitration Committee, International Construction Projects Committee, International Bar

Association

Delegate to National Construction Dispute Resolution Committee; Member, Forum on the

Construction Industry, Member, Litigation Section, Committee on Construction

Litigation, American Bar Association

Chair, Construction Law Section, 2010-2011; member, Construction Law and Civil Litigation

Sections, Allegheny County Bar Association

Professional and Community Involvement

https://www.troutman.com/images/content/2/4/v3/246287/Mealey-July-2020-IA-Experts-Discuss-Future-of-Arbitration-BatesA.pdf
https://www.troutman.com/images/content/2/4/v2/247357/GAR-Construction-Arbitration-US.pdf
https://www.troutman.com/insights/internationalizing-domestic-arbitration-how-international-arbitration-practices-can-improve-domestic-construction-arbitration.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/supreme-court-interprets-new-york-convention-to-allow-arbitration-agreement-nonsignatories-to-invoke-international-arbitration.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/international-arbitration-experts-discuss-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-arbitration-in-2020-and-beyond.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/the-intersection-of-international-arbitration-and-construction-disputes-a-review-of-the-2019-queen-mary-university-of-london-international-arbitration-survey.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/dispute-boards-a-different-approach-to-dispute-resolution.html
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Fellow, Allegheny County Bar Foundation

Best Lawyers in America®: “Lawyer of the Year” in Mediation (2022)

Fellow, International Academy of Construction Lawyers (2021)

Best Lawyers in America®: Arbitration (2011-2022), Construction Law (2007-2022), Litigation -

Construction (2011-2022), Mediation (2011-2022)

Fellow, American College of Construction Lawyers (2012-present)

Chambers USA: Construction (2014-2021)

Super Lawyers®: Pennsylvania (2004-2021)

Pittsburgh Construction “Lawyer of the Year,” Best Lawyers in America® (2010)

Fellow, College of Commercial Arbitrators (2009-present)

Certified Mediator, International Mediation Institute

Named a “Leading Individual” (2014-2018) and “Recommended Attorney” (2014-2020) for

Construction in The Legal 500 United States

Rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell®

Top 50 Pittsburgh Super Lawyers (2013, 2017, 2019, 2020)

Listed in Who’s Who Legal: Construction (2013 – 2018), Who’s Who Legal: Thought Leaders –

Construction (2018), and the International Who’s Who of Construction Lawyers

Bar Admissions

District of Columbia

Pennsylvania

Court Admissions

U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit

U.S. Court of Federal Claims

U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania

Supreme Court of the United States

Education

Rankings and Recognition
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Vanderbilt University Law School, J.D., 1987; associate editor, Vanderbilt Journal of

Transnational Law

Vanderbilt University Owen Graduate School of Management, M.B.A., 1987; Finance

Washington & Jefferson College, B.A., cum laude, 1983; Economics and Political Science


